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(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To accurately read characters on a sample by projecting 
an image of a primary image formation surface of an objective system 
on a secondary formation surface through a variable power relay 
system and arranging the variable power relay system in a plane 
containing the optical axis of the objective lens system. 
CONSTITUTION: The image of the primary image formation surface of 
the objective lens system 2 is projected on the secondary image 
formation surface 22 through the variable relay system 8 and the 
secondary image is branched behind the variable power relay system 
8 to a photographic optical path and an ocular observation optical 
path, projected on a photographic film surface 1 3, and also viewed 
through an ocular 20. Further, the variable power relay system 8 is 
arranged in the plane containing the optical axis of the objective lens 
system 2 to eliminate the need for an image rotary prism for image 
attitude correction, and the image observed through the ocular 20 is 
photographed as it is. The number of time of reflection of the image 
by mirrors from the objective 2 to the photographic lens surface 13 
and ocular 20 is set to an even number to obtain erect images as the 
image on the photographic film 1 3 and the image viewed through the 
ocular 20. When a photograph is taken, a confirmation image is 
securely coincident with a photographic image, the sample image is 
obtained in normal up-down and right-left relation, and the characters 
on the sample are accurately read. 
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